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good, all-round, well-founded lawyer. And with
it he obtained a standing in the community,
security and a serious profession. In 1844 Logan
wished to take his son into partnership and
Lincoln felt able to start his own firm. So he
formed a partnership with William H. Herndon
in the autumn of 1844. It was a curious choice,
for Herndon was not admitted to the bar until
December 1844, and he was young and
inexperienced. Yet it proved a perfect combina-
tion and, as Herndon said: 'Our partnership
was never legally dissolved until the night of his
assassination/

Thus by stages Lincoln became established in
the profession which he was to follow for the rest
of his life, and which, with politics, absorbed the
greater part of his energies. He had been
admitted, on December 3, 1839, to practise be-
fore the courts of the United States, as well as
those of the state of Illinois. And indeed the
practice of the law in the frontier states was hard
work. Most of the time was spent on circuit,
riding round with the judge from township to
township; sharing the primitive accommodation
available and taking the weather and the busi-
ness as it came. But Lincoln seems to have been
at home in it. He liked the talk and the argu-
ment; he got a chance to explain on circuit what
he had been doing in the legislature; to talk
politics and to gain experience.
| When Lincoln began, his practice of the law,
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